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' A Plea made by Liev, Col. thn Lilburne, Prerogative Prifoner in the Tcxer of Low- 
 donthe 2-of D*cem 1647 againſt the preſent proceedings of the cloſe and 11legal] mittee of 
Lords and Commons appointed toexamine thoſe that are called London Ajents. 


I, L Magiſtracy in England,is bounded by che known and declared law of Englind.and wh ile 
Acthey att accordingto law, am bound to obey them,but when they leave therules thereof 
and walke by the arbitrary rules of their own wills, they doe nat at as Magiſtrates, but as Ty- 
rants, and cannot in ſuch atingschailenge any obedience, neither am I bound to yeeU it, but am 
t <d in conſctence and duty to my fſelfe and my native Country therein to refſt md withſtand 
Them, and if their officers goe about by force and yiolence to compell me ro obey and ſtoop unto 
their arbitrary and illegall commands, ] may and ought (if I will be true to my native and legall 
freedomes)by forceto withſtand himor chem, in the ſame manner that I may withtand a man 
that comes ro rob my houſe, or as | may withſtand a man that upon the high way by force and 
violence would take my purſe or life trom me, | h 


And therefore all warrants comming from any pretended or recall Committees of Lords and 
Commons to command me before them, that ate not formed according to the law of England, I 
pughr not, to obey, but withſtand and reſiſtupon paine of being by all the unbiaſed underſtanding 
men of England ettcemed a betrayer and diftroyer ofthe lawes and liberties of England, for the 
p:clezyation of which / ought to conteſt, as Naboth did with King Ahab tor his Vineyard. And 
by the law of England, no warrant or proceſſc ought to ifſue uut tro ſummon upany man to any 


, 


Lu of juſtice of England whatſoever, ill a complaint by acertaine proſecutor be filed or exhi- 
ited ro that Court of zaſtice,from whence the warrant, procefle or ſummons comes, which war< 


Cocks Tat, proceſſe or ſurnmons ought expreily to containethe nature of the cauſe to which 1 arn tO att- 
+ cha, W (wet, and the name of my proſecutor or complainant; or cl(c it is not legall, * and fo not binding, 
on the 2.9 cha, Þut may and ought to be refiſted by me. 
of Magna . 
Som + an] | 21y. All the capacities thateither the Houſe of Commons or Lords canfit in, is firft, cither as a 
VoxPlebis. Councell, and fo are to be cloſe, (and for any man whatever inthat capacitic tocome _ Orofffer to 
Þ See Cooks 4, FAME IN amongſt them,that doe not belong unto them, 15 unwarrantable, ad ſo puniſhable) or 
pare inſt.chap; Fife ſecondly, as a Court of juſtice, to try ur examine menin criminall cauſes, and in this capacity 
High Courr of jhey or any of their Committees ought alwayes to ſit opensfor all peaceable men freely to tchoid 
47 15a nd ſee, © or elſe | am not bound to goe to any tryall with them, or anſwer them a word,and there- 
Called wh er1z- ffore inthis ſenſe moſt illegall,is the cioſe Committee et Lords and Commons,for examining thoſe 
ner of holdingſthey call the London Agents, or any other whatſocyer, And 21y. that clole Committee is moſt 
Parliawenes. [1l[egall, being a mixture of Lords with Commons, ſeeing the Lords arc none of their or my Peers 
E See my bookand Equalls by law» and ſo cannot, nor ought not to be their to be my examiners,tryersor Tudges, | 


Ts = and a traytor] amto the lawes and liberrics of England, if I Roop or ſubmit to the juriſdiQion or 


© . rcfolution, power of {uch amixed Committee, 4 
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EF dSce my 3ly. Iris contrary to law, and cxpreſly againſt rhe Perition oC right, cither for this Comminee 


grand Plea, of {ords and Commons; or any other Court of iuſticeor Committee whatſoever, to force mee * 


- 


_ ay ener any man to anſwer to /nterrogatoties againſt my ſclt,or my ncer relations, 


Zips 4ly. Neither can they legally goc abour to try or puniſh me for any crime that is tryable or p2- 


A 'Individuall  niſhable at Commoa law. | | 
EE. Member of 5ly. And laſtly, and it in caſerthere be no law extantto puniſh cheir pretended London Agents 


che Houſe of |for doing their duty in proſecuting thoſe jult things,zbat the Parltament hath often declaredis the 


: 3 | Commons, right and dye of all the free men in England, they ought rogoe free from puniſhment, for where 


thereis nolaw, there can, ſaith the Apoltle Paw, beno tranſgreſhon, 


From my Arbitrary, tyratnicall, and John Lilburn , in adverſity and pref- 
murchering impsiſonment in the pcrity, andinlife and death alwaye 
Tower of Londos this 2, of Decemb- one andthe ſame; for the liberties of 
WLo_A_A. tumſclt, and his native Country, 


